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j.f-_ii;y Regretted Plea
: oefore Prison Trip
Y “Saenfl William N. Morris

3 rraterday said James Earl
» ey talked about changing his

“mind about his guilty plea|’

“tven belore he left Shelby
Jfvunty on the way Lo the state
.g‘,rston. .

3 « " he sherill said Ray talked|

aabout a post-conviction hear-
«ing while Morris and the pris-
':-o:z:vr_ waited for stat~ prison
aollicials at the sherill's substa-

“tion on Hemcrest Road early|
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% "He told me he wished he|

-.:hr.r.'t'l ple. Sed guilty, that he
~hid  not intencded to plead
¢ty and that he was sorry he
vtk - that route,” the sheriff
¢4, He said Ray then told
Yem he wouid file for a rever-
.41 under the post-conviclion
‘peacesses.

+ “When I told him I was glad

t+ see him leave, he told me, |

. G4, I'm planning on coming
‘Suck,' the sherilf said Ray

anover said he was Innocent, |

“unly expressed his displeasure

fwih the Jegal_process which |,

/ngd been used. = *.
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. rearlier procecdings,

» Ray, in, hic leiter to Judpe

vPresion  Dattle, $aid he was
“dismissing Percy Foreman as
vhis lawyer. Arthur Hancs, the
*former  Birmingham mayor}
Avhom Ray fired on the eve of /

“his scheduled trial Jast Nov. .

»

‘12, confirmed Wednesday that
"he has been conlacled by Ray
sirom the prison.

* ‘Criminal Court Clerk James
~A: Blackwell said more than
F100 posL-conviction proceed-
vings are [iled each year in
‘Shelby Couaty. .
#7A petition from Ray, which
mwould have to allege how his
wrights had been violated by
would be
"dockeled in the division where
#«he was tricd, belore Judge
Mpattle. I the judpe turmed
rdown the petition, Ray would
Tthen be able to appeal that
rdecision through the higher
“stale courts and the federal
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ourts.
™ (0 Ray should be granted a
rpow trial under the post-con-
&yiclion process, he would be
Tliable to all the possible penal-
*tigs for murder in the first
.,,dcgrg(-_..(nrlnd"n; dealh in the
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